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The State of RELIC 10 


| | Rey. Mr DAVIS and Others » 


A " a * from th the "PII nd 
Mr Davies, relating to the Riſe of 4 | 
" in Virginia. Dated 1751.“ * 


$ an Account of the Riſe, Progreſs ind SW 
preſent Situation of Religion in VIx I- 


NIA, may not onl ood people, but 
animate their mech 1 10 I ſhould charge 
= myſelf with a criminal neglect by delaying or + 
* eng to publiſh the marvellous works K # 
the Almighty among us, FIN 
My deſign, 1 is not to boaſt of Prof 
U or to aſperſe the Church of England 
here eſtabliſned; but I hope I may obſerve, 
without the umbrage of calumny, what glares 
with irreſiſtible evidence, that religion hag 
been, and in moſt parts of the Colony till is, 
in a very low ſtate : Various Vices age trium- 
phant, and even a Form of. © wh is not 
common. — I cannot find _ as 2 * 
Diſſenting Miniſter ſettled in til! 
and ma many 6 of 
** "he 


4 F & 


l 


15 | lately, ſinee its firſt plantation ; 5 
* r 
11 e, This ra oh wan raise hae. 
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the populace knew little or nothing of any 
denomination, but that in, which they had 
been educated. __ FC 


names in various parts of the Colony, who 
are ſincerely ſeeking the Lord in the Com- 
munion of the Church of England, Some 
of this happy character I found in and about 
Hanover, before the late revival of Religion. 
Such were awakened, as they told me, either 
by their own ſerious reflections, ſuggeſted and 
enforced by Divine Energy ; or on reading 
ſome Authors of the laſt Century, ſuch as 


Boſton, Baxter, Flavel, Bunyan, &c. and they | 


often wondered if there were ſuch doctrines 


taught any where in the world at preſent,,as | 


they found in the writings of theſe good men. 


In this caſe about ten or twelve perſons; who | 
are now members of my congregation, con- 


tinued for ſome time. 


One Mr Samuel Morris, a perſon of an 


active, ſocial ſpirit, who had been extremly 
anxious about his eternal ſtate, and unwea- 
riedly ſeeking relief by all the means within 
his reach, at length obtained a diſcovery of 
that glorious method of Salvation through 


Jesvs CHrRisT, to which ſinners, from all 


« the ends of the earth, look and are ſaved ; and 


where they univerſally agree to fix all their 
hopes. — After this diſcoyery of the Goſpel, 
his ſoul was anxious for the ſalvation of his 
neighbours, and inflamed, with zeal to. uſe | 
means to awaken them; to which end he 
read to them ſuch authors as had been oy i 
F * uſeful 


I have reaſon to höpe that there are 4 few 
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uſeful to himſelf. By theſe means a few of 
his neighbours Were made more thoughtful 
about Religion than uſual, who had lived till 


then in a careleſs ignorance of jt. — I have 


prevailed, S1R, with this my good friend, 
who was the principal private inſtrument of 


promoting the revival of Religion, to give 


me a narrative of its Riſe and Progreſs from 
this period to my ſettlement here, which L 
now preſent to you. 5M 


EIN the year 1743, a young gentleman 


& arrived from Scotland with ſome manuſcript 
« ſermons of the Reverend Mr //hitefield's, 


* preached in Glaſgow, taken from his mouth 


in ſhort-hand ; which, after I had read 


with great liking and benefit, I invited _ 
«© my neighbours to come and hear: the 

„ plainneſs, popularity, and fervency of the 
„ diſcourſes, being peculiarly fitted to affect 


<« our unimproved minds, and the good Lord 


« rendring the word efficacious, many were 
convinced of their guilt and miſery, and 
« conſtrained to ſeek ſalvation with the great- 


«© eft ſolicitude, — A conſiderable number 


„met every Sabbath to hear theſe ſermons. 
« My dwell 

„ tain the people, whereupon we determined 

4 to build a place merely for Reading. By 


ing-houſe was too ſmall to con- 


“this very mean ſundry were folemnly awa- 
„ kened, and their conduct ever fince is a 


living atteſtation of the happy iſſue of their 
„ impreffions, — When the report of theſe 
$ ſermons, and the effect produced by read- 


A . ing 
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« ings, which we had before omitte. 


« ing them was ſpread abread, I was invited 
c to ſeveral places to read them, at a conſi- 
derable diſtance; and by this means the 


<« concern was propagated. —Thus we con- 
« tinued till Providence afforded us an un- 


<« expected opportunity of hearing the Rev, 


Mr Robinſon, a zealous, faithful Miniſter 


« of CHRIST, whoſe labours have been 


greatly bleſſed in Penfylvania, Maryland, 
« and ober parts. e 
e Having ſome information of him, he 


« had an invitation ſent him to come and 


«< preach to us, He continued preaching to 


us four days ſucceſſively. It is hard for 


the livelieſt imagination to form an idea of 


the condition of the aſſembly, on theſe 


 «« glorious days of the Son of Man. Such 
of us as had been longing after a Goſpel= 


«c. miniſtry were loſt in an 2 confu- 
« ſion of ſerious paſſions; 
« niſhed, pleaſed, enraptured! fo that we 


«« were hardly capable of ſelf-government, : 


« We were overwhelmed with the unex- 


pected goodneſs of Gop, in allowing us 
«© to hear the Goſpel preached in a manner 


c that even ſurpaſſed our former wiſhes, much 
© more our hopes. Many that came 'thre' 


e curioſity were pricked to the heart, and but 


« few in the numerous aſſemblies on theſe 


c four days appeared unaffected. Before he 
e left us, he put us into a method of pray- 


ing and ſinging together at our public meets 


urprized, aſto- 
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“ We were afterwards occaſionally viſited 
ce by the Reverend Meffieurs J. Blain, John 
„„ Roan, Gilbert and William Tennants, &c. 
4 whoſe ſervices were greatly proſpered. In 


3 4 the abſence of whom we returned to our 
4 former way of reading, &c.— The bleſſing 


4 ; © of Gop remarkably attended theſe private 
„4 means; it was really. aſtoniſhing to ob- 
« ſerye the ſolemn impreſſions begun and 


? * continued in many by hearing good diſ- 


“ courſes read, I had repeated invitations. 
7 © to come to many places round, ſome of 
« them thirty or forty miles diſtant, to read. 
% Conſiderable numbers attended with ſoli- 
„ citous regard; and ſundry were, in a judg- 
« ment of charity, truly converted unto Gop : 
« and thereupon erected Meeting-Houſes, 
and choſe Readers among themſelves ; by 
« which the work was more extenſively car- 
< ned on. einn, 

„ Being thus deſtitute of a Miniſter, we 
« were joyfully ſurprized to hear that the 
Reverend Mr Davies, our preſent Paſtor, 
«« was ſent by the Preſbytery to ſupp!y us 
« about fix weeks, in ſpring, Anno 1747. 
« For which ſeaſonable inſtance of the divine 
« goodneſs we deſire to offer up our-grate- 
<« ful praiſes, &c.“ — Thus he. | 


Being fully convinced, Sir, that Hanover 
ſtood in greater need of a Miniſter than any | 
3 place I knew, I accepted of their call to ſettle + 
there, and obtained the licenſure of four 
| Wer ad OM "Meet 


8 LETTE RS from the 
Meeting-Houſes in October 1748. In ſome 
of which you will ſee perhaps four or five 
hundred hearers, and ſometimes twice that 
number; the church- people in general being 
eager to hear. This I looked upon at 
as proceeding from meer curioſity; but as it 
continues in general without abatement, and 
in ſome places ſeems to increaſe, I cannot 
but look upon it as an happy preſage, Cc. 


| Hanover in Virginia, June 28, 1751. 


* — 1 


* 4 


A Larrzx from the Reverend Samuel 1 
Davies at Virginia, to Mr R. C. Dated | 
April, 1758. e 


P 
THE box of Books tranſmitted to me, is 


at length ſafely arrived at Virginia. 1 f 


was indeed apprehenſive that Providence had 
conducted it to France to increaſe the number 
of perſecuted Huguenots there; and I could 


not but follow it with my prayers. But ö 


bleſſed be Go this additional charity is de- 
ſigned for this guilty and neceſſitous part of 
the earth; and I ſtrongly hope the uſual bleſs- 
ing will attend them 2 the immortal advan- 
tage of needy multitudes. ey 


The Negroes in Virginia who have em- 


| braced the Goſpel, or who are under any 
promiſing impreſſions, are generally 5 | 11 
5 | | 1 bounds 


XZ bounds of our congregations. In other parts 
of Virginia where there are no Diſlenters, 
there are indeed many thouſands of Negroes | 


who are neglected or inſtructed juſt accord- 
ing to the character of the eſtabliſhed Cler 


* in their ſeveral parithes. And I am really 


ſorry to tell you, that I know but of one 
within two hundred miles of Hanover, re- 
markably zealous in this apoſtolic work ; but 
in ſuch places neither I nor my brethren can 
be of any ſervice but by our occaſional la- 
bours. — There are indeed ſome diſſentin 
congregations of white people in this Colony 
not yet ſupplied with Miniſters ; but they 
are . in embryo as yet, and therefore 
the Preſbytery appoint ſome of their members 
to officiate occaſionally among them, till they 
are able. to maintain Miniſters. This pre- 
caution is the more neceſlary as ſome of my 
brethren here are in great want, through the 
3 znability or illiberality of their people. But 
XZ while poor themſelves, I hope they make 
many rich. % as LO)... 
Since my laſt, I have baptized five or ſix 
adult Negroes ; and I have the fame number 


now. under examination. Thoſe that have 


been — admitted, as far as I can learn, 
do in general behave as becometh Chriſtians, 
though there are ſome inſtances of apoſtaſy. 


N Il am afraid the bleſſed Spirit, the only author 
of true Religion in the ſons of men, is not 


working ſo remarkably among them as for- 
merly; though they are as eager as ever to 
learn to read, and I am in great hopes par | 
* oy; . wi 
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will make a good uſe of the Books whik 
have been given them, — 1 alſo find, ſince I = 


have been your Almoner, that there are many 
more poor families of white people than I ex- 
ed, unable to furniſh themſelves with books, 
or to ſend their children' to read for want of 
them. And the good effects of the Britiſb 
charity upon ſuch as have received any, are 
already very apparent.— I have likewiſe con- 
_ verſed with ſundry thoughtleſs creatures, and 
been credibly informed of more, who by 
reading your books have been awakened to 


ſome ſerious ſenſe of Religion; and about 


three weeks ago I had the pleaſure of receiv- 
ing one of them to the Lord's Table. 
Beſides my ſtated labours at home at four 


Meeting-Houſes, fifteen or twenty miles di-. 
tant from each other, I have this ſummer = 


been called abroad more frequently than uſual. 
About a fortnight ago I preached upon a new 
invitation in Eſſex, near forty five miles off, 


to a numerous, wondering croud ; and I have 


the ſame proſpects of hurries and fatigues be- 
fore me, till winter diſable me from my ex- 
curſions. I often pray that I may not ſur- 


vive my own uſefulneſs; and if 1 muſt be 


idle, I had rather be idle under ground than 
above ground. But my times are under the 
divine direction, and happy for me it is ſo. 


Im, Sm, Ge 


9 AMUEL Davies, 
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A Lrrzn from the Rev Mr Wright 
at Virginia, to Mr R. C. Dated * 
_ Fuſt 30, 1758. 


Dear Sm, 


1 HAVE been almoſt ſtupified for ſome time 
1 paſt by a complication of diſorders, occa- 
ſioned by. being three days ſucceſſively wet on 
= a journey, which brought me to the brink of 


the world of ſpirits. But Gop appeared for 
A relief, and had pity on the poor flock, over 

om I am an overſeer ; and I truſt we may 
both ſay, It is good for us that I have been af- 
futed; for I have preached with more ſpiri- 
tual dexterity, engagedneſs and ſolemnity 


than ever I did in my life before, and the 
effect was anſwerable; for from May to the 
middle of June, one hundred and thirty 1 
got under very hopeful religious impreſſions, 
among whom were about twenty Ethiopians, 
3 who ſpoke to me about their ſouls concerns. 
— The black, communicants are as eminent 
Chriſtians as I have in my congregation : had 
I time to relate to N the exerciſes of the 
moſt ſavage boy of them, you would ig 


only be pleaſed. but. dane Wel — A 


* the Bools I gave notice thereof, and 
the Sunday following above ſeventy Negroes 
came to me after divine ſervice was over, 

and it would have charmed your very heart 

to ſee their earneſtneſs for books; I could 
not tupply them all, and they were like to 


yu. f quarcel 
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: Hf and earth ſeem to conſpire — 


mote corner of the world, in promoting Chrif- 


LETTERS from the 


qua with me and one another for more 


ooks, Upon relating what the good people 
of England did for 2 Trig they were _ 
out of their ſavage and ſpiritual lethar 

a rational and vigorous attempt'to r — 


divine Oracles. And believe me, thoſe that 


are religious among them are the moſt docile, 


menchüfialtze converts I ever ſaw or read of. 


A 3 from the Rev. Mr Doin 
in Virginia, to Mr J. F. Dated Au- 


e 20, 1758. 


| - ery Six, 


and my fellow-labourers in this re- 


tianity among the Out-cafts of mankind. The 


large collection of Books ſent from the 8So- 


EIETY, and other Benefactors, have been dif- 


| tributed in various parts of the country 


my own hands, or thoſe equally faithful; 
and it is with great pleaſure I take this oppor- 


tunity to renew my grateful acknowledg- 


ments, and to give you an account of the ro- 


ception they have met with. 


I think, SIR, I ean bonellly declere, L 


never felt fo much gratitude to any perſonal 
benefactor in all my life, as J have felt to 
thoſe generous friends to religion and man- 
5 1 who have done me the honour of mak- 


ing 


ww — — * 


geſtures of theic poor, unpoliſhed beneficia- 


tries, they would be immediately convinced, 
as I have been, they have never done an act 
of charity that was requited with more ſin- 


cere and ardent gratitude on the part of the 
receivers. . : 1 
I have the pleaſure of hearing the good ef- 


fects of this charity upon ſundry in various 
parts. I have myſelf lately received two new 
XZ communicants {white people) the one very 
XZ thoughtful, and determined upon a religious 
life; the other the moſt broken-hearted, hope- 
ful penitent I have converſed with for ſome 
years; who both received their religious im- 
preſſions from that pungent, irreſiſtible little 

= piece, the Compaſſionate Addreſs. — And juſt 

now a. young man of good ſenſe, agreeably 
intruded upon me at my ſtudies, earneſtly in- 
quiring the "a of ſalvation; and I find by 


converſing with him, he appears a penitent, 


humbled ſinner, ſeeking after Je8vs. You 
and my other friends were the means of his 


conviction, by ſending over Baxter's Call to 


the Unconverted: A book that deſerves to be 


adorned with the names of hundreds of con- 


verts, as trophies of victory.—I frankly own, 
it at once mortifies and pleaſes me, that, in 
more inſtances than theſe, Gop has as it 
were taken the work out of my hand, and 
bleſſed the endeayours of good men four thou- 
ſand miles off, for the convection of * 
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ing me their Alnoner.— And could they ob- 
ſerve the natural and ſtriking indications of 
XZ gratitude, in the language, the looks, and the 


1 


harmony, enoug 
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while my feeble addreſſes to thank has had 
little or no effect. 

The Spelliag- lools have been.s a new excite- 
ment to the Negroes to learn to read; and 


many of them are making good progreſs i in 
it. I can hardly expreſs the pleaſure it af- 


fords me to turn to that part of the gallery 


where they it, and (ce de any of chem with 


their Pſalm or Hymn Books, turning to the 


part then ſung, and aſſiſting their ee. 
who are beginners, to find the place; 
then all breaking out in a torrent of —— 
5 to bear away the whole 

congregation to 8 „5 
I muſt not forget to inform you, that ſhows 


1 have been the Almoner of my Britiſb friends, 


1 have found many more white families than 


I expected, unable to furniſh themſelves with 


Books ; who are very willing to make a good 
uſe of them; and they and their children 


have received r advantage Gom m_ cha- 


2 4 2 1 4 
f pon n when I K bee auch 


this acts was headed'i in theſe (parts — how } 
unexpectedly it was procured — what a ner 


face of things it has introduced, both among 

 Enropeans and African Slaves — and what a 
noble ſpirit it diſcovers in the contributors, 
in theſe dregs of time. I am agreeably over- 
whelmed ; and have not language to expreſs 
myſelf to GoD or man. In this view 1 


often accommodate the exclamation of ae 
WRAY HATH GOD: een. f 
I am, Im Gen £2 lee 


„ 


Dear Sin, : 
I I BEG leave to inform you 


TY be we TD ww © ww wWe9 
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Hanover, Virginia, to Mr B. F. Dated 
November 18, 1758. | 


that I have with 


- unſpeakable pleaſure and ſatisfaction dif- 


I tributed the greateſt part of the books I had 
3 the happineſs to receive from that charitable 


SOCIETY, which I am perſuaded is approved 


1 of God, and is inexpreſſibly dear to multi- 


tudes in this guilty and diſtant land. The 


© vleſling of many ready to periſh I doubt not 
will reſt upon the good benefaRors. 


With uncommon eagerneſs, multitudes of 


1 | Negroes and white people flocked to my houſe 
co get books, upon the firſt notice of my 
having them to diſpoſe of; they received them 


with the utmoſt thankfulneſs, and with feri- 
ous promiſes religiouſly to improve them, — 
The poor Slaves are now commonly engaged 
in learning to read; ſome of them can read 
the Bible, others can only ſpell; and ſome 
are juſt learning their letters. — But there is 
a general alteration among them for the bet- 


; ter. The ſacred hours of the Sabbath, that 


uſed to be ſpent in frolicking, dancing, and 


bother profane courſes, are now employed in 


attending upon public ordinances, in learn- 


ing to read at home, or in praying A 0 


and ſinging the praiſes of Gop and the Lamb. 
A delightful change as to many, but eſpe- 
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cially in the pious few who give good evi- 
dence that it is in them a — change. 
What joy, what tranſport would. it afford 
the truly pious among you, to ſee a goodly 
number of theſe poor Africans fit down at a 
ſacramental table ! not like frozen formaliſts, 
but like affectionate, ſerious Chriſtians, un- 
able to riſe up from a table appointed to com- 
memorate a Redeemer's love, with dry eyes! 
It has given me great diſtreſs, that I have 
been forced to turn away empty ſeveral of theſe 
poor creatures, who frequently come to me 
for Books. —T am, with moſt unfeigned thanks 
to * SOCIETY for an received, | 


Yours, & c. | | 
"FH  Jonn Topn. 


ALTER from the Rev. Mr Hutſon at 
South Carolina, to Mr J. F. Dated 
Ju 11, 1758. 


1 HI 8 i is eee with the warmeſt 

gratitude for the late parcel of Books re- 
ceived — the SOCIETY, to diſtribute among 
the poor with us. Theſe may now mform 
you, that I have. diſpoſed of them in the beſt 
manner I could; and that they were received 
with abundant thankſgivings to their bene- 
factors; praiſing God that he hath put it in- 
to a hearts of Chriſtians to be thus uſeful. 


— ' 


70 rr oe ed 
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Particularly the poor Negroes, many of whom 


ſeem to be under ſerious impreſſions; and 2 
number of them I truſt are ſavingly converted. 


II muſt confeſs that the vital part of Religion 
among us at this time, ſeems to be chiefly 
among them. —I was extremely glad of the 
Boos for their ſakes, eſpecially the Bibles, 
Dr Watts's Pſalms and Hymns, and the Com- 
paſſionate Addreſs, But, O! with what thank 
X fulneſs were they received by them; and I | 
doubt not but that honourable SocteTyY has 


had many of their prayers put up to Gop for 


them. 


I underſtand that ſeveral of them meet Ace 


a week and ſpend ſome time in ſinging, pray- 


0 
- 
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ing, and reading the Bible, or ſome of thoſe 


1 books. What a mercy is it that the 
rd is ſtretching forth his hand towards 


Ethiopia May God carry on his work 
more and more among them. — Some of the 
books I ſent to the poor people in the Back- 


FF ſettlements, and underſtand that they were re- 


. thankfully, and have been very uſe- 
I know not what I ſhall do with the poor 
Negroes who ſtill apply to me for Books, par- 
ticularly Spelling-books; may the Lord pity 


| thoſe ignorant ſtrangers. It is matter of con- 


ſolation to me that there is a religious Soci- 
ETY who, notwithſtanding the diſtance of 

four thouſand miles, are concerned for the 
ignorant and careleſs poor, and ſupply them 


, with the means of religious knowledge. — 


Surely that Socix rv 18 oF GOD, — I en- 
1 N 
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treat you to preſent my thanks unto. them, 
and hope they ſhall not want my poor peti= 


tions at the throne of grace for ſucceſs on 1 


| their endeavours. | 


| I am, Sin, Cc. Las te arr 
„ 1 | | W. HuTs0N, 'Y 


* - 4 ; n ; 1 » N 4 4 7 : . 5 a 
; , - 
A ; = - + 
„ 1 "RY „* - ed . *** 8 8 ; O 


of Cumberland County, Virginia, to Mr 


* Dear $18, 1 . Gr 14 13 

; 1 Received our affectionate letter, with a 
+ parcel of books, for which I humbly thanx 
I you in the behalf of the Poor, and the Negroes 
| in this part of Virginia. I have reaſon to 
1 think they have been the means of eternal 
= advantage already to many, whites and blacks. | 
Your prayers, dear Six, and thoſe of many F V 
others have been evidently heard in behalf of for . 
the poor ſlaves in Virginia. Indeed theſe in &. 
twelve months the work of Gos is ſtopped pidi 
among the whites here, and ever ſince it ſprings 
up among the Negroes; and that among thoſe 
who do not live among ſuch as profeſs Reli- 
gion, but are under all poffible diſadyantages. | 
Nine of C. C.'s Negroes are under examina- 
tion for fitting at the Lord's Table next Sab- 
bath, and five or fix for Baptiſm; beſides 
ſundry others who ſeem anxiouſly thoughtſul 


about 
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about a future. tate. In ſhort, among the 
Negroes I have moſt. of my comfort now, 
except a few of the godly who walk circum- 
ſpectly and near the Lord; — May the Al- 
BF mighty continue your SOCIETY in its full 
A ſtrength, as a magazine to blow up and de- 


BF troy the kingdom of darkneſs. May the 
members and benefactors of it receive a thou- 
d- fold in his, life. ' 7: 7 
„As to the progreſs of the Negroes in learn- 
ing, it is but little this year. The Lord has 
r opened the windows of heaven over Virginia, 
and poured bleſſings till there is no room to 

receive them! I never ſaw ſuch a plentiful 

| KWharveſt in Virginia of every kind: This you 
i ſee will. oblige not only the ſlaves, but the 
K Ivhites to be continually engaged; therefore 


can get no time to learn their books. How- 
ever, I have diſtributed the books among 
them, and the poor, and am now ready for 
the diſtribution of more, if Providence opens 
What marvellous things has Gon done 
for us in America, and conſequently for you 
Yin Great Britain! With what irreſiſtible ra- 
2 pidity did our conqueſts go on |, The Lord 
has and will hear the prayers of the upright 
in heart, This our Popiſh enemies may now 
ſee and feel. O that our dear King and Fel- 
+ Ylow-Subjefts may aſcribe all the praiſe and 
Islory to Gop alone. N 
I have ſome thoughts of ſeeing you face to 
face in London, if the Lord ſpares my life, 
This is a perplexing world, eſpecially for a 
hs Centinel 
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centinel that ſtands upon the walls of Jeru- 4 
falem. Alas! but few ſtand firm with him 


after a few years hot fighting. My love to 3 


your deareſt friends, Sc. 
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A LETTER from the Rev. Mr Richard. 


jon at Waxſaw in South Carolina, to 


Mr F. F. Dated May 6, 1760. 


Dear SIR, . 


AM much obliged to you for the Books 
| you procured for me; though my abſence i 
| for- ſome time has obliged me to give them 


Into other hands to diſperſe for me. 


In October 1758, I undertook a miffion to 
the Cherokees; hearing from Mr Martin, my 
predeceſſor, their deſire to be inſtructed in 
the Chriſtian faith; but by the time I got 
to that nation they were much of another 
opinion, ſeveral of their people having been 
killed by the Yirginians on their return from 
the Northward, for their theft and plunder- 
ing. This enraged them ſo much, that after 
I had ſtayed near three months among them 
J could not prevail on them to give me a} 


public hearing, except in one ſmall town. 


At that time their whole talk was War 
with the white people: So as I was of no 
| ſervice to them I refigned the Indian miſſion, 
eſpecially finding my health very much im. 


paired} 


'Y Rev. Mr Davits, GC. 21 
I paired by the great colds I got by 5, a- 


n | : Imong the mountains in the winter. 
* SSberotees ſoon after my departure broke out 
into open war, and killed ſeveral of our peo- 
Ile Governor Lyttleton went againſt them, 
r. they made peace, and as ſoon as the army 
'\ as diſbanded broke out again, and now car! 
— 2 : 1 deſolation and ruin along wit 
„them, having made our frontiers a waſte and 
d- an Aceldama. 
to N In May 1759, J ſettled in a a. 
below the Catawba nation, to whom I hoped 
1 might be uſeful, — the divine bleſs- | 
but my ſickly conſtitution, and their 
| differences with the white people, prevented 
9 me. The Small-pox ſpread among them 
ie le on which they fled to the woods, 
em fand died in great numbers; which, with the 
You diſturbances, have made them leave 
1 to their towns, ſo that they are at preſent out 
In of m ay ae,; 
in e are now in very diſtreſung circum- 
got ſtances. The country above my congrega- 
ther tion, once ſettled, is now a wilderneſs; 
deen ſome killed, others ſcalped, others drove from 
rom their habitations, others carried away captive, 
ry and ſome put to death in the moſt cruel man- 
after 


ner. My houſe is not above five miles from 
hem the frontier inhabitants; almoſt every night 
ne 3 we expect to be awakened with the Indian 
n. „ hollow, or the dying groans of ſome of the 
family. An army is preparing againſt them, 
but our motions are far lower than theirs; 


5 no 
5 4 

im- a | 

aired} 
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our manner of derne on war being very 
different. - MM. I 
My ſucceſs in the miniftry-i is very ſmall, 3 
The yo unger part of my congregation indeed 
8 a with ſeeming ſolemnity, as well as thjge 
more aged; which gives me ome encourage- ©? 
ment to hope that the Spirit of Gop is filently 
carrying on a work of grace on their heart; of 
and they are in general of a good, moral cha- öſoo 
racter; which I am often reminding them is 
too weak a foundation to build their hopes 
of the divine favour upon. — About fifty of Þ 
them lately joined in full communion, and 
ſeveral gave good reaſons for their hope; tho 
others had not attained ſuch lengths. But, 
alas | divine influences ſeem to be much with- 
held at this time. — Religion, vital Religion 7 
bein on the decline. - = 
iniſters along the frontiers are very ſcarce. 
I re but one beſides myſelf along the fron- 
tiers of North and South Carolina, and Geor- 
gia; nor for an hundred miles down the 
country below them. Judge e what a pĩiti- 


wo 
able condition the numerous inhabitants are tn 
in for want of the Goſpel; which in ſome er! 
meaſure may be made up by Books. — I am rali 
pleaſed with the SocitTyY's method of diſtri- 4 
bution and choice of Books. — There are am 
- multitudes here crying for the bread of life, bef 
and none to diſpenſe it to them. Ignorance F 2 
Lor. l which mey be removed by Ar 
hy T wiſh I had a aides of the Compaſſionat L - 
Aaarifs, 5, and ſome tracts l Swearing, no 


Drunken 
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Drunkenneſs, ' Sabbath - breaking, &c. which 


Books appear to be excellently adapted to the 
X caſe of this country, I ſhall not diſtribute 
them to my own e, but intend to ſend 
or take ſome of them to Pee-Dee, where 
*> wickedneſs triumphs. They have no Mi- 
niſter, and I know not if they have the form 
of Religion. I intend to viſit them very 


1 VW. RICHARDSON, 


— — 


ALTTERA from the Rev. Mr Todd in 
Hanover County, Virginia, to Mr B. F. 
7 Dated Auguſt 7, 1166. 


H E poor ſubjects of the generous charity 
of the SocieTy, both white and black, 
have received inexpreſſible advantage from 
the well-choſen donations ſent hither. I 
would beg leave to return the moſt grateful 
thanks to the generous members of the So- 
CIETY in Great Britain, for their pious libe- 
rality to the poor in this uncultivated clime, 

I cannot point out the exact number, but 
am well aſſured ſome hundreds of Negroes, 
beſides white people, can read and ſpell, who 
a few years ſince did not know one letter. 
And the facred hours of the Sabbath, with 
other leiſure times, are improved in reading 
and other profitable exerciſes, which were 
not long ſince proſtituted to vicious practices ; 
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and a goodly number are, in a judgment of ä 
charity, brought out of darkneſs into Gop's 
malle ligne 4. 

To ſee a goodly number come, time after 
time, with great concern and ſeriouſneſs, witn 
the important inquiry, Sir, What fhall I do 
to be ſaved? how ſhall I get an intereſt in the 
re Redeemer ? — To ſee them attend pub- 
ic worſhip ſtatedly, at the diſtance of cight, 
ten or twelve miles; and frequently wanting 
private inſtructions from their Miniſter, not 
being ſatisfied with public alone: — To ſee 
them full of pious jealouſies and tremblingss 
about a worthy approach to the Lord's Sup- 
per, and give ſuch hopeful evidence of their . 
right to it: To find them reading, praiſing 
Go in pſalms and hymns, and praying in 
companies ! —In a word, ſtriving to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate. What encouragements 
are theſe to benevolent minds, to help for- 
ward the ſalvation of multitudes ! I dare ſay 
the Books given by the SocteTy have greatly 8 
contributed to produce theſe happy effects, 
which myſelf and others have ſeen; and ſeen 
in ſome inſtances with pleaſing amazement! 
I: have been obliged to turn ſundry empty 
away who have come to me for Jatts's Pſalms 
and Hymns, the American Pſalmody, and Watts's 
 Catechiſms. Sundry..of the Negroes and poor 
white people have come to me for a Prayer- 
Book to help them in that divine exerciſe, but 
having nothing of that kind well ſuited to 
their capacities, I wiſh we could be favoured ? 
with a ſmall collection of devout, familiar 
ee 


* _ Rev. Mr Davizs, &c. 25 
Prayers for their uſe, in our next parcel of 
books; which I am eagerly looking for, and 
IT have great need of. e 4 
I am, with the moſt affectionate ſaluta- 
tions to the Gentlemen of the SociETY, 
„ theirs and yours, &c. "| 3 
= JohN Topp. 
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I A LETTER from Serjeant Hannon at 
* CGoree in Africa, to Mr G. R. Dated 
December 19, 1760, SO. 


HE Books which the SocieTy ſent to 
"= Goree were thankfully received by the 
fe people that are enquiring their way Zion- 
F zoard; and be ye well aſſured, that in a more 
acceptable time ſuch a bleſſing could not 
come. The people were ſomewhat diſcom- 
2X fited by the death of your late friend Serjeant 
en Adam Fohnſton, (a bows, zealous, and uſeful 


| nan) but now, bleſſed be Gop, there ſeems 
; to be a ſtir among the dry bones, and all 
1n; ſeem to put on new reſolutions, and ſay, That 
ts although they are in a diſtant iſland, the Lord 
oor vouchſafes to bleſs them, and ſend them large 
er- ſupplies: And thus they rejoice to think that 
but oy hath not utterly forſaken them; for 
| to none can ſet limits to his bountiful hand. 
red They are greatly delighted with the Bibles, 
liar for there were ſcarce any in the iſland before 
w a 1 


89898 — 


26 1 ET T ERS | from the 


they came. They ſeem. to be much profited 
by the Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the Soul. 
Likewiſe-G o p has been pleaſed to bleſs the 
reading, of Baxter's Call to the Unconverted, 1 
hope, to many ſouls. And IWWatts's Pſalms 
are eſteemed a great bleſſing : likewiſe all the 
other books are of great uſe to thoſe of weak 
They are always expreſſing their tender 
love and affection for the dear people that 
were ſo mindful of them, as to ſupply them 
with ſuch divine and neceſſary helps, reſpect- 
ing their everlaſting ſalvation. And thus I 
am ſure the charitable end the SociETY has 

in view for Promoting Religious Knowledge 
among the Poor, is graciouſly anſwered ; and 
J think that they have reaſon to rejoice that 
the Lord bleſſes their endeavours in ſo boun- 
.tiful a manner. Two of our little number 
came to me rejoicing, and ſaid, That if a le- 
gacy of a thouſand pounds had been ſent, it 
would not have been eſteemed in compariſon WM j 
with theſe books; and they unanimouſly join 
in prayer that your charitable preſent may 
have its due effect, Sc. „ 
F Win e e JohN HAN NON. 
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. ALZTTER from the Rev. Mr Wright, 


of Cumberland County, Virginia, to 
19 Meſſts F. and B. F. Dated January 
c 6, 1761. We 
Xx V HEN I came here at firſt, ſix years 
— ago laſt November, there were not above 
er four or five apparent Chriſtians among the 
at people. In July following I received about 
an hundred to the Lord's Table, who never 
ſat there before. Thirteen months after ninety 
more were added to that happy number.“ 
Every year ſince I have had two ſacraments, 
and I never miſſed receiving thirty or forty 
new communicants at each ſeaſon, to this day. 
And though I have been often ready to fear 
the W is paſt, yet, bleſſed be his holy 
name, Gop hath hitherto been better to me 
than my fears; but what ſeems to crow all 
the reſt of the work of grace in theſe parts 
is, that Ethiopia hath ſtretched out her hands 
oin to Gop beyond my moſt ſanguine expecta- 
nay tions: And I dare ſay it was owing to the 
great number of Books ſent from England, 
on. by the unparalleled charity of the good people 
there, with their prayers attending them. 
Verily, my dear friends, you ſhall have your 
Cw rg er Powered ends ode? tan 
And now I can tell you, to the joy of all 
the upright in heart, that T have baptized, as 
near as I can gueſs, between ſixty and ſeventy®, 
old and young. And received from firſt to 
Hon MANS eee 
Maro we ſuppoſe he means. 
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laſt between thirty and forty to the Lord's 
Table; and I think I have now fftezn- or 
twenty catecumens and candidates for the Sa- 
erament. — There are between thirty and 
forty of Colonel Cary's Negroes under reli- 
gious impreſſions. It would charm your 
hearts to behold their ſeriouſneſs and beha- 
viour z but eſpecially to hear their religious 
experience of Gop's grace upon their minds: 
their abaſing ſenſe of che vileneſs of their 
hearts ; their deep humility, and ſtrenuous 
endeavours after holineſs, are very ſurpriz- 
ing; and indeed beyond the Whites who are 
truly godly, as far as I can judge. 
There is ſomething providentially gracious 
in their ſituation. Their Steward, two Over- 
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Negroes, by my Preaching, Books, &c. ſay- 


more p. 


and 


ſeers and their wives are hopefully pious z and 
the Colonel himſelf conceives a good opinion 

of us, and therefore affords them greater pri- 
vileges and indulgencies.— This Gentlemans 
brother in law, Captain Bell, thanked me 
the other day for the good I had done his 


ing, They were more dutiful and diligent 3 
than they uſed to be, Theſe ſlaves have ſe- 
venteen miles to come to my neareſt N of 


landlord tells me, when he waited on 
the "Ga onel at his country-ſeat two or three 
days, they heard the Slaves at worſhip in their 
lodge, ſinging Pſalms and Hymns in the even- 
ing, and again in the morning, long before 
break of day. They are excellent ſingers, 
and long to get ſome of Dr Matis Pſalm: | 
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2 unt, en 1 emp c them to 
for. 
Thus I hee given you a general iden of 


Religion here, and was I to tell you of my 
. "IF baptizing'four or five Ruaters, and the reli- 
; MF giousexpe riences and exerciſes of multitudes, 
it would i edify and ſurprize you. Together 
s uith the alteration made in families Dy neigh- 
: bourhoods, and the ſpread of Religion into 
r neighbouring counties; I am perſuaded fu- 


ture generations, as well as this, will look 
- = 2 it to be matter of wonder and praiſe to 
ce the Lord Ixsus ! eſpecially if they knew the 
mean and wretched inſtrument he made uſe 
of to 2 this bleſſed, this everlaſting 
work. 
1 But I muſt mention to you one thing which 
= perplexes me, that is the great poverty of my 
i- people. 2 tell you truly I was afraid to 
keep an account ho- 4 I received from 
them, leſt my own heart ſhould feel any diſ- 
content; but being obliged to poſt my books 
laſt „to my ſurprize I found that 1 
had received but 241. 165. 6d. in two years 
paſt. — I feel cordially willing to continue 
here as long as I can be ſeryiceable to the 
cauſe of Religion and the good of ſouls, but 
you, ſee. it is impoſſible unleſs the finger of 
God opens the hearts of the good people of 
England to contribute to the ſupport, of a 
Minifter, as well as providing Books for the 
Poor. I am indeed aſhamed to mention theſe 
things, but thought it my duty to do it free- 
Hop 0 4 if the Lord bod thereby e 
alt 3 


30 LETTERS" from the 


the hearts of the merciful to-ſhew mercy to 
this dear and valuable part of the — + mi- 
litant. What affects: me, moſt is, that my 


Elders tell me they ſhall never have another 
4 Paſtor if I leave them; this affecting thought 
4 made me deſiſt from * intended ret 
wy | HG 

| 1 am, Sc. reset C1 wR 7 


ith 14 8 n in tribulation, and the - 
00 Mp. and patience of the 


Lord Isos, 
* bx | 4 
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A LzrTTER PETE: the Rev. Mr Richard. 
ſon at South Carolina, to Mr. 2 ＋ 


| , \ Dated May 21, 1761. e, oy 

1 Received a letter and ſome books from you, 

which I found in Virginia when I was there 
laſt October. In the place where J am now BY 
ſettled we have been very much expoſed to | A 
the Herolees, who have killed and captivated J 
ſeveral of my dear people: but through the = 
divine goodneſs, the greateſt part of our con- 


o 0 a 6 
4 


gregation have not fled from their habitations, 1 
ane we are in hopes to continue. 
As to the ſtate of Religion I muſt not com- | D 


plain, having received upwards of an hundred Y « 
into full communion with our church, in leſs 1) 
than two years, and ye are ſtrict in our ad- has « 

1 9 
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miſſion. My dear people are poor; we are 
an infant ſettlement, but promiſe fair for en- 
1 largement. We ſtand in eat need of books; 
J thoſe I received from the Reverend Mr 

, now deceaſed, were produdtive of good 
effects. I hope you will repreſent the great 
ZW ſcarcity, of Miniſters on our frontiers, where 
there are thouſands, of ſouls; — 1 9 


good books are diſtributed 
afraid they will ſoon turn Bae, 


as ſavage as. the Indians themſelves, 120 lars 
you there are but two Miniſters, one aged, 
the, other very unhealthy (having his conſti- 


—— 8 e 


tution broken by; itinerant-preaching among 
the Indians) for three hundred miles one way, 
— two hundred another, five hundred another, 
and none at all above us to the weſtern ocean. 
4 I hope our poor neighbours will be pitied "7 
Jus and ſupplied with boaks, T remain, 


e Oc. * pe reg 
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Wheelock, at Boſton, New-England, to 
the Reverend Mr W. | Dated 2 50 43 


1751. 
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the hearts of the merciful to ſnew mercy. to 
this dear and valuable part of the 1 mi- 
litant. What affects: me moſt is, that my 
Elders tell me they ſhall never have another 
Paſtor if I leave them p this affecting t 
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A EEE from the Rev. „Nr Richard. F 
- fat at South Carolina, to. Mr. . 4 1 
Dated May 21, 1761. 4/9 2 as 425% 
2 a letter 5 ſamo bbs from: yo 
which I found in Virginia when I was 
laſt October. In the place where I am now 
ſettled we have been very much expoſed to 
the Cherokees, who have killed and captivated FF J 
ſeveral of my dear people: but through the = 
divine goodneſs, the ce f art of our con- 2 
ir amet, * 
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gregation have not fled from t 
gp we are in hopes to continue. '- 
As to the ſtate of Religion I muſt not com- .D 


plain, having received upwards of an hundred Y « 
into full communion with our church, in leſs N 
ban rat trad af: ddr; 5-4 has e 
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My dear people are poor; we are 


reat need 11 ks; 
everend M 


lar nt. We ſtand 
thoſe. I received from — 


ſon, now deceaſed, were productive of good 


Leſfects, I hope you will repreſent the great 
ſcarcity of Miniſlers on our frontiers, where 
there are thouſands of ſouls; therefore unleſs 
good books are diſtributed them, Lam 
afraid they will ſoon turn Heathens, 


1 as ſavage as the Indian. themſelves. Table 


you there are but to Miniſters, one aged, 
the other very unhealthy (having his — 2 


I tution broken by; itinerant-preaching among 


the Indians) for three hundred miles one way, 


o hundred another, five hundred another, 


and none at all above us to the weſtern oce 
I hope our poor neighbours will be pitied by 
* and ſupplied with beate, 4 remain, 2 
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your letter came 8 The 
generous donation of the M— of L—n 


has encouraged and 1 me in the Indian 
affairs, 
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affairs, and T believe will encourage others 
for the ſame purpoſe: The hearts and minds | 
le are more open to the furtherance of 
the great deſign: than ever they were. -The 
work of Gop is gloriouſly revived in ſeveral 
pau of Comiecticut. After I had appointed 
| urney, the ſpirit of conviRtion, which | 
bee re appeared in my ſehool, and among my 
— . — aroſe to ſuch an height as would have 
ſtopt my journey had my motives to it been 
only ſecular. The worſt of my Engliſh ſcholars 
was ſurprizingly, and I truſt favingly wrought | 
upon: And the moſt of them humbled under | 
a ſpirit of bondage; and ĩt ſeemed evidently | 
1 and increaſing among my people. 
\ ellen this that Go p is nen ; 
15 his mercy to a guilty land. . 
14 here requeſted, 50 uant to repeated 5 
*. prefling deſires of the Indians at Onoho- i 
guate river, and an hundred miles back, that 
IT would be inſtrumental to procure them a 
W or Miniſters. I doubt not but that, 
and ſeveral. other favours I have to aſk for 
the Indians will be readily granted. — Mr 
Occam, my black ſon, preached'in my pulpit | 
five, ſabbaths ago to a full aſſembly, and to 
good acceptance. A rare ſight indeed 1. He | 
is going on a Miſſion to the Oncadia Indians 
as ſoon as he can get ready, ſupported. by a 
number of Gentlemen in New-York. 
The door is wide open to ſend the Goſpel 
to the moſt diſtant tribes, , Nothing is want- 
ing but Miffonaries, Interpreters, and Mo- 
n+ As to which, we want the help al 
at 
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Rev. Mr Davits, &c. 33 
that love the Lord Jesus CHRIST. There 
is much to be done, and now if ever is the 
time: The Indians are now very tame. They 
fear the Engh/h will do by them as they are 
conſcious they would do by us, if the tables 
were turned. I have enough to ſay to fill a 
volume. — I wiſh I had a collection of Boks 
of the right ſort for my Indian boys, I ex- 
pet my ſchool will ſoon be full of them. — 
You have heard that dear Preſident Davies is 
no more: That dear college — alas! — but 
it is enough that Go p preſides! I am, in 
Yours, Ce. bar 

39 E. WHEELOCK, 


8 


* 


to the Reverend Mr V. Dated July 
8 oh 


_ Reverend and dear Sin, .. 
HOPE you received mine of the 4th of 
May laſt, incloſing a letter of thanks to 

our noble benefactor, and aſſuring him that 
it ſhall be improved in the beſt manner I am 
able, for the furtherance of the great deſign 
of ſpreading the Goſpel among the poor In- 
dians, Mr Occam, the Indian Miniſter, went 
from hence on a miſſion to the Oncadia Indians, 
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34 LETTERS from the 


at the motion and direction of a number of dc 
Gentlemen at New-York, on the 10th of laſt pl 
month. David Fowler, one of my Indian |; 
ſcholars, accompanied him, in order to ob-. | di 
tain if he could, and bring to this ſchool, fix WF 
boys of the ſix nations, to be fitted as ſoon | ed 
as poſſible for Interpreters, or Miffionaries. | thi 
Three of the ſix are at the expence of the ca 
Scotiſb commiſſioners in Boſton, the other three Jet 
J take, in addition to the fix boys now with an 
me, at my own riſk. — The journey which chi 
David is upon if he goes to the Scenacas is clo 
about five hundred miles ; twelve hundred he the 
will ride in our wilderneſs, if he accompliſhes car 
what he purpoſed when he ſet out. The ner 
Lord . mercifully preſerve him, and make his dre 
way proſperous ; I have heard nothing from beg 
them ſince they left me. ln 
There is among ſeveral tribes near S/ uſec 
quanna' river,” a very great concern and defire and 
to be taught the way of falvation by CHRIST, e 
and- ſuch a door open to preach the Goſpel MW hou 
to them as never was before, if we could find glaſ 
any mw to communicate it to them. — The lang 
commiſſioners in Bofton have appointed Mr Rot 
Amos Thompſon Miſſionary, and Mr Elba eln 
Gunn Interpreter. There is a vaſt deal to be (7 
done, and at preſent it ſeems it muſt be done Vate 


by private perſons ; I do not hear of any pro- has 
poſal of a public nature in fayour of the In- lay 
dans : the diſpoſition of many ſeems to be ra- ſtate 
ther to- deſtroy their Lives, than to do any for 
thing to fave their Sog. Nothing * be ge 
CM Sen ene one is ne 


* 
— 
* 


Rev. Mr Davizs, Cc. 35 
; done without money, and our people com- 
1 plain much of the weight of our charges. 
I My (Indian) ſchool is in a growing con- 
dition ; but none know, ,nor can they with- 


out experience well conceive, the difficulty of 
educating an Indian. They would ſoon kill 
themſelves with eating and ſloth, if conſtant 
care was not taken of them; at leaſt the firſt 
year. — They are uſed to ſit upon the ground, 
and it is as natural to them as ſeats to our 
children. — They are not uſed to have an 
cloaths but thoſe on their backs, nor will 
they without much pains be brought to take 
care of any: they are uſed to a ſordid man- 
ner of arefs, and love it as well as our chil- 
| dren to be clean, — They are not uſed to any 
regular government, the fad conſequences of 
which you may eaſily gueſs at. — They are 
uſed to live from hand to mouth (as we ſpeak) 
and have no care of futurity. — They have 
never been uſed to the furniture of an Engliſb 
houſe, and do not know but that a looking- 
glaſs is as ſtrong as a plate of iron, — Our 
language, when they ſeem to have got it, is 
not their mother-tongue, and they cannot re- 
ceive nor communicate in that as in their own. 
— And they are as unpoliſhed and unculti- 
vated within as without; however experience 
has taught us that it may be done; and they 
lay as open to conviction of the truth of their 
ſtate, and there is as much ground to hope 


for their converſion, as any. I am till of 
opinion that the time of Gop's mercy to them 


I hear 


is now near at hand. 


"I LETT "ERS, Ge. 


T hear that a large * of captives whom i 
the Indians have taken at one time and place | 
and another, are lately brought into Albany. 
Among which there was twenty nine who 
have forgotten their name, and the place they 
were taken from; and it cannot as 4:9 be 
known what family ay Relent to. 
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6 N. B. Thoſe who are willing to encourage 


theſe excellent Charities, are deſired to 
ſend their BENEFACTIONS o 


Mr Joszen Fox rir r- Apothecary 
2 Carter-lane ; or 


Mr Benjamin Foxyrirr, Cane-man, 
near the India Houſe in Leadenhall-freet ; 


Where theſe Books are to be had. 


DE. 
—__ 
2 
< Sth; 1 
2 i 
1 


NE 


